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Emergency Declaration ï West Virginia   

FEMA-3366-EM-WV  

Å Emergency Declaration was approved on January 10, 2014 for State 

of West Virginia  

Å For a chemical spill that occurred January 9, 2014 and continuing 

Provides: 

o Emergency protective measures (Category B), limited to direct 

federal assistance, under the Public Assistance program at 75 

percent federal funding for 8 counties   

Å FCO is Mike Lapinski 
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Chemical Spill,  West Virginia   
Current Situation :   

ÅOn Jan 9, a chemical plant in Charleston (pop. 51,018), Kanawha County, WV reported chemical leak  

facilityôsô secondary containment into Elk River  

ÅChemical 4-methycyclohexane methanol is used in coal preparation process; non-toxic but irritant for 

eyes, respiratory system and skin, also a flammable solvent 

ÅLeak was contained at 8:40 p.m. EST; estimate up to 5,000 gallons released 

ÅDo not use order issued to residents advising them not to use water for drinking, washing, cooking or 

bathing; firefighting and toilet use ok ï boiling water will not remove chemical  

ÅWater plant produces 30-40 million gallons/day; plant is not being shut down at this time 

ÅShut down would impact 100,000 customers (300,000 people) 

 

Local/State Response 

ÅGovernor declared state of emergency for 9 counties 

ÅWV EOC at Level I, Full Activation 

 

FEMA Region III  

ÅRRCC activated to Level II (Partial Activation) with ESFs 3,5,8 and DCE; RWC at Watch/Steady State   

ÅIMAT  & LNO deployed to WV 

 

FEMA Headquarters 

ÅNRCC not activated; National Watch Center (NWC) not activated 

Å1.4 million liters (approx. 75 trucks) of water to be delivered to RSA (Regional Staging Area) at 

Yeager Airport in Charleston no later than 8:00 pm EST today ï trucks delayed due to weather but 

anticipate full delivery between 5:00 pm and 9:00 pm this evening. 

ÅNo unmet needs reported at this time 
 

 



Magnitude 5.1 ï Cuba/Florida 

ÅOccurred 3:57 p.m. EST, January 9, 2014 

Å17 miles N of Cuba;110 miles S of Key West, Florida 

ÅDepth of 6.2 miles 

ÅUSGS issued a Green PAGER alert indicating: 

ÅLow likelihood of shaking-related damage/casualties 

ÅApprox. 186,000 residents exposed to light shaking 

(MMI: II-IV) 

ÅLight shaking felt in Lee County; building was briefly 

evacuated 

ÅNo tsunami generated 

ÅNo reports of injuries, fatalities or building damages 

ÅFlorida SEOC remains at Normal Operations 

ÅNo requests for FEMA assistance 

Significant Earthquake ï Cuba/Florida 



Declaration Requests in Process 
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AK ï DR Flooding 

 

December 27, 2013 

 

WV ï EM  Chemical Spill   

 

January 9, 2013 
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January 10, 2013 

 Disaster Requests & Declarations 



Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments 

Region 
State / 

Location 
Event  IA/PA  

Number of Counties  
Start ï End 

Requested  Complete  

I VT  
Severe Winter Storms 

Dec 21-22, 2013 
PA 7 7 1/2 -1/9 

VI OK 
Winter Weather 

Dec 5, 2013  & continuing 
PA 

11 counties &  

2 tribal nations 
10 12/19 - 1/17 

VI TX 
Winter Storms 

Dec 5-6, 2013 
PA 15 5 1/7 ï 1/17 



Open Field Offices as of January 10, 2014 

1 

West Virginia 3366-EM 

JFO: TBD 

FCO: Mike Lapinski  



http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/noaa/noaad1.pdf 

National Weather Forecast 

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/noaa/noaad1.pdf


Precipitation Forecast ï 3 Day 

Day 2 

Day 3 

Day 1 


