
The Disaster Center is dedicated to the idea that disaster mitigation is 

cost effective and individuals pursuing their own interest are the 

greatest potential force for disaster reduction. 

Please consider making a small donation to the Disaster Center 

 

When disaster mitigation is cost effective, we are on the road to 

bringing disasters to an end.  

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=VFT4CZTEVB4LQ&source=url


Tuesday, September 24, 2019

8:30 a.m. EDT 



National Current Operations & Monitoring 

Significant Incidents or Threats: 

• Tropical Cyclone Karen – Atlantic 

• Severe thunderstorms and excessive rain – Southwest

Tropical Activity:

• Atlantic:

o Tropical Storm Karen; Tropical Storm Lorenzo; Disturbance 1: Low (20%)

• Eastern Pacific: 

o Tropical Storm Kiko; Disturbance 1: Low (10%); Disturbance 2: Medium (50%); Disturbance 3: Low 

(20%)

• Central Pacific: No tropical cyclones expected through the next 5 days

• Western Pacific: No activity affecting U.S. interests

Declaration Activity:

• Approval: Major Disaster – FEMA-DR-4483-South Dakota



Tropical Cyclone Karen
Situation

Tropical Cyclone Karen is forecast pass near or over the U.S. Virgin Islands 

and Puerto Rico today.  

A Tropical Storm Warning is in effect for the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto 

Rico. Rainfall accumulations of 2 to 4 inches, with isolated 8 inches, may 

cause flash flooding and mudslides.

Local Preparations/Response

• USVI Government offices closed 

• USVI schools are closed (Region II Spot Report as of 6:54 p.m. EDT)

• PR: 35 shelters opened with 25 occupants (ARC Shelter Report as of 6:12 a.m. 

EDT)

• PR: Port conditions X-RAY (ports remain open to all commercial traffic) 

• USVI: Port conditions ZULU (all ports closed)

• PR EOC Full Activation, State of Emergency declared 

• USVI EOC Full Activation

Federal Preparations/Response

• NWC Enhanced Watch, day shift only (UNGA)

• NRCC ROC activated, day shift (Tropical Cyclone Karen)

Region II:

• RWC at Enhanced Watch, 24/7 (UNGA through Sep 28)

• RRCC at Level III, day shift (UNGA Sep 23-24) 

• LNOs deployed to PR and USVI

IMAT Teams:

• Region I IMAT: deployed to PR

• Region II IMAT: deployed to USVI 

• N-IMAT East: deployed to PR

Tropical Storm Karen (Advisory #9A as of 8:00 a.m. EDT)

• 75 miles WSW of St. Croix, USVI

• Moving N at 7 mph

• Maximum sustained winds 40 mph

• On the forecast track, the center will pass near or over Puerto Rico 

and the Virgin Islands today 

• Tropical storm force winds extend 80 miles

Watches/Warnings:

• Tropical Storm Warning in effect for USVI and PR



Tropical Outlook –Atlantic
Tropical Storm Lorenzo (Advisory #6 as of 5:00 a.m. EDT)

• 310 miles SW of southernmost Cabo Verde Islands

• Moving WNW at 16 mph

• Maximum sustained winds 65 mph

• Tropical storm force winds extend 115 miles 

• Forecast to become a hurricane later today; could become a 

major hurricane on Thursday

Disturbance 1 (as of 8:00 a.m. EDT)

• Centered near the north coast of the Yucatan Peninsula

• Moving slowly W at 5-10 mph

• Formation chance through 48 hours: Low (10%)

• Formation chance through 5 days: Low (20%)
1

(20%)



Tropical Outlook – Eastern Pacific
Tropical Storm Kiko (Advisory #48 as of 5:00 a.m. EDT)

• 1,115 miles east of Hilo, Hawaii

• Moving NW at 10 mph

• Maximum sustained winds at 40 mph

• Expected to become a remnant low in a couple of days

Disturbance 1 (as of 2:00 a.m. EDT)

• A few hundred miles south of southwestern coast of Mexico

• Expected to merge with a larger system to the east in a few days

• Formation chance through 48 hours: Low (10%)

• Formation chance through 5 days: Low (10%)

Disturbance 2 (as of 2:00 a.m. EDT)

• Expected to form south of the southern coast of Mexico

• Tropical depression could form over the weekend

• Formation chance through 48 hours: Low (near 0%)

• Formation chance through 5 days: Medium (50%)

Disturbance 3 (as of 2:00 a.m. EDT)

• Could form several hundred miles SSW of southern tip of Baja 

California peninsula, Mexico 

• Formation chance through 48 hours: Low (near 0%)

• Formation chance through 5 days: Low (20%)

1

(10%)

2

(50%)
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(20%)
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Fire Weather Outlook

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/fire_wx/fwdy1.html

Today Tomorrow



Hazards Outlook – Sep 26-30 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/threats/final/hazards_d3_7_contours.png

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/threats/final/hazards_d3_7_contours.png


Space Weather

Space Weather 

Activity

Geomagnetic 

Storms

Solar

Radiation

Radio

Blackouts

Past 24 Hours None None None None

Next 24 Hours None None None None

For further information on NOAA Space Weather Scales refer to: http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/noaa-scales-explanation

HF Communication Impact Sunspot Activity



Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments

Region
State / 

Location
Event IA/PA

Number of Counties
Start – End

Requested Completed

IV

NC
Tropical Cyclone Dorian 

Aug 30

IA 4 0 9/19 – TBD

PA 24 19 (+1) 9/10 – TBD

FL
Tropical Cyclone Dorian

Aug 30

IA 0 0 N/A

PA 18 0 9/9 – TBD 

VI TX
Tropical Storm Imelda

Sep 20

IA 10 0 9/23 – TBD 

PA 0 0 N/A



Declaration Approval

Declaration: FEMA-4463-South Dakota

Requested: August 28, 2019

Approved: September 23, 2019

Incident: Severe Storms and Flooding

Incident Period: May 26 to June 7, 2019

Provides:

• PA Only: 25 counties and 2 tribal reservations*

• Hazard Mitigation: All areas within the state

FCO: James R. Stephenson

* Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation and the Rosebud Reservation

PA

Declared Tribal Area



Declaration Requests in Process – 5

State / Tribe / Territory – Incident Description Type IA PA HM Requested

SD (+2 Tribes*) – Severe Storms, Tornadoes, and Flooding DR X X Aug 19

SD (+2 Tribes**) – Severe Winter Storms and Flooding   Approved Sept 23 DR X X Aug 28

SC – Hurricane Dorian DR X X Sep 5

SD – Severe Storms, Tornadoes, and Flooding DR X X Sep 10

AR – Severe Storms and Flooding DR X X Sep 12

NC – Hurricane Dorian DR X X Sep 13

* Cheyenne River Reservation and the Lower Brule Indian Reservation

** Cheyenne River Reservation and the Rosebud Indian Reservation



Team:
Status 

US&R
(>66%)

MERS
(>66%)

FCOs
(≤1 Type 1)

FDRCs
(≤3)

IM

WORKFORCE

IM CADRE AVAILABILITY SUMMARY

Cadres with 25% or Less Availability
Assigned: 28 36 38 12 13,771

EHP 8% (45/557); ER 21% (15/73); FL 16% (25/153); FM 21% (60/283); HM 25% 299/1,215); IT 

19% (124/649);  LOG 24% (318/1,341); PA 10% (258/2,701); PLAN 19% (78/404); SAF 13% 

(7/55)

Unavailable 0 0 1 1 4,339

Deployed: 0 0 35 9 5,331

Available: 28 36 2 2 4,101 / 30%

FEMA HQ

NWC NRCC

Enhanced ROC

FEMA REGIONS

WATCH RRCC

Monitoring I Rostered

Enhanced II Level III

Monitoring III Rostered

Monitoring IV Rostered

Monitoring V Rostered

Enhanced VI Rostered

Monitoring VII Rostered

Monitoring VIII Rostered

Monitoring IX Rostered

Monitoring X Rostered

Activation Details:

NRCC ROC: day shift (Karen)

NWC: day shift (UNGA)

RII RWC: 24/7 Sep 23-28 (UNGA)

RII RRCC: day shift Sep 23-24 

(UNGA)

RVI RWC: day shift (Imelda)

N-IMATs
2 Team

E PR

W

C

R-IMATs
4 - 6 Teams 

I PR

II USVI

III WV

IV-1

IV-2

V

VI-1

VI-2

VII 2

VIII 1

IX-1

IX-2 CA

X 3

FMC PMC

NMC Deployed

FEMA Common Operating Picture



Public Assistance Grant Program



Direct Housing



NPSC Call Activity



Individual Assistance Activity

IHP Approved per Category in the Past 
2 Weeks – 9/9/2019 through 9/23/2019



FEMA’s mission is helping people  

before, during, and after disasters.

Click here to subscribe to this briefing.

https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSFEMA/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDHSFEMA_432

