
The Disaster Center is dedicated to the idea that disaster mitigation is 

cost effective and individuals pursuing their own interest are the 

greatest potential force for disaster reduction. 

Please consider making a small donation to the Disaster Center 

 

When disaster mitigation is cost effective, we are on the road to 

bringing disasters to an end.  

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=VFT4CZTEVB4LQ&source=url


•Daily Operations Briefing 
Thursday, September 17, 2015 

8:30 a.m. EDT  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Significant Activity: Sep 16 -17 
Significant Events: 
• Wildfires in California  
• Earthquake: M7.9 (upgraded to M8.3 – Chile)  
 

Tropical Activity: 
• Atlantic: Tropical Depression Nine, Disturbance 1 (High-70%), Disturbance 2 (Low-10%) 
• Eastern Pacific: Disturbance 1 (Low-20%) 
• Central Pacific: Disturbance 1 (Medium-50%) 
• Western Pacific: Typhoon Krovanh 20W (FINAL) 
 

Significant Weather: 
• Slight risk for severe thunderstorms – Upper Mississippi Valley 
• Red Flag Warnings – None 
• Critical/Elevated Fire Weather area – None 
• Space weather: Past 24 hours – No space weather observed; next 24 hours – No space weather predicted 

 

Declaration Activity: DR-4239-KY- Amendment 2, added one county for IA  



Earthquake Activity – International (Chile) 
M 7.9 (upgraded to M8.3) – Santiago, Chile ( Tsunami Generated) 
• Occurred at 6:54 pm EDT on Sep 16 

• 141 miles NNW of Santiago, Chile (Pop 5.1M); depth of 15.5 miles  
• Several aftershocks have occurred 

• Orange PAGER alert indicating: 
• Orange alert level for economic losses; Yellow alert for potential casualties 
• 878K residents exposed from very strong to severe shaking (MMI VII-VIII) 
• PTWC has issued Tsunami Advisories for Hawaii,  portions 
   southern CA and American Samoa 
• Wave amplitudes of 1-3 feet possible for Hawaii and American Samoa 
• Wave amplitudes of less than a foot for southern CA 

• No reports of widespread significant damage 
 
Response:  
• HI SEOC is Partially Activated; CA SOC is Fully Activated for wildfire activity 
• FEMA RIX has deployed LNOs to HI SEOC and PTWC 
• No unmet needs reported; No requests for FEMA assistance  
 

Hawaii 



2-Day Tropical Outlook – Atlantic 
 

Tropical Depression Nine: (Advisory #4 as of 5:00 a.m. EDT) 
• Located about 1,065 miles E of the Lesser Antilles  
• Moving NW at 7mph; maximum sustained winds are 35 mph 
• NW motion expected to continue next couple of days 
• Depression should degenerate to remnant low by Saturday 
• No coastal warnings or watches in effect 
 
Disturbance 1: (as of 8:00 a.m. EDT) 
• Located 600 miles SW of the Cape Verde Islands 
• Conditions expected to be conducive for tropical depression  
• Moving WNW at 10-15 mph  
• Formation chance through 48 hours: High (70%) 
• Formation chance through 5 days: High (80%) 
 

Disturbance 2: (as of 8:00 a.m. EDT) 
• Low pressure extending from the Gulf of Mexico across FL 
• Low pressure may form over western Atlantic over the weekend 
• Formation chance through 48 hours: Low (10%) 
• Formation chance through 5 days: Low (30%) 
 



2 – Day Tropical Outlook – Eastern Pacific 
Disturbance 1: (as of 8:00 a.m. EDT) 
• Located several hundred miles S of Baja California, Mexico 
• Development is possible while moving slowly NW 
• Formation chance through 48 hours: Low (20%) 
• Formation chance through 5 days: Low (30%) 
 



2 – Day Tropical Outlook – Central Pacific 
Disturbance 1: (as of 8:00 a.m. EDT) 
• Located about 1,200 SW of Honolulu, HI 
• Some gradual development is possible next couple days  
• Moving slowly N or NW 
• Formation chance through 48 hours: Medium (50%) 
 



Wildfire Summary 
Fire Name 
(County)  FMAG # Acres  

burned % Contained  Evacuations 
(Residents) 

Structures 
Threatened  

Structures Damaged/ 
Destroyed  

Fatalities/  
Injuries 

California 
Butte Fire 

(Calaveras, Amador Counties) FEMA-5111-FM-CA 71,780 47% (+7) 2,100  
(+600) 

6,400  
(6,000 homes) 

0/440 (+32) 
252 (+19) homes 2/0 (+2) 

Valley Fire 
(Lake, Napa, Sonoma Counties) FEMA-5112-FM-CA 70,200 

(+3,000) 35% (+5) 15,807 7,800         
(7,650 homes) 

 0/600        
585  homes 1/4 

Response:  
RIX: Enhanced Watch 
RIX: IMAT-3 & 2-LNOs deployed to state 
SOC & REOCs: Fully Activated 

Shelters: 
ARC: 15 (-1) shelters, 1,247 (-292) Occupants (ARC as of 7:00 am) 
 

http://inciweb.org/incident/photograph/3075/0/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/ftp/InciWeb/IDBOF/2012-08-05-08:44-trinity-ridge-fire/picts/pict-20120828-090300-0.jpeg
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Declaration Requests in Process 
 Requests 
APPROVED 

(since last report) 

 Requests DENIED 
(since last report) 

1 Date Requested 0 0 

Florida: Appeal to Denial  of Individual Assistance September 14 

 Disaster Requests & Declarations 
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 Disaster Amendments 
Amendment Effective Date Action 

Amendment No. 2 
FEMA-4239-DR-KY September 16, 2015 Adds 1 county for Individual Assistance 



Open Field Offices as of September 17  



Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments 

Region State /  
Location Event  IA/PA  

Number of Counties  Start – End 

Requested  Complete  

X WA Wildfires 
June 29, 2015 & ongoing 

IA 5 0 TBD – TBD 

PA 5 0 TBD – TBD 

X Colville 
Reservation (WA) 

Wildfires 
June 29, 2015 & ongoing 

IA 1 0 TBD – TBD 

PA 1 0 TBD – TBD 

X WA Wind Storm 
August 29, 2015 PA 11 0 9/16 – TBD 

IX CA Valley Fire 9/12-Ongoing 
August 26, 2015 IA 1 0 9/16 – TBD 
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Presentation Notes
Updated



http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/national_forecast/natfcst.php 

National Weather Forecast Day 1      

Today  Tomorrow  



Active Watches/Warnings 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/largemap.php  

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/largemap.php


Day 3 

Precipitation Forecast, 1 – 3 Day  

Day 2 

Day 1 

http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/qpf2.shtml 



http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php 

Hazard Outlook, September 19 – 23 



Western Pacific 24-Hour Outlook 
Tropical Activity: 
• Typhoon 20W  

• 600 Miles N Guam 
• LOW: Broad Area of low pressure 1,200 Mile ESE Guam 

• Slowly moving ENE over next few days 
• Low chance of development next 24-hours  

• Analysis: Regardless whether the Low develops, Guam & CNMI will 
experience periods of locally heavy rain; 2-4 inches flooding in low 
lying & poor drainage areas and wind gusts of 35mph 



http://spaceweather.com/ 

Past  
24 Hours Current Next  

24 Hours 

Space Weather Activity: None None None 

• Geomagnetic Storms None None None 

• Solar Radiation Storms None None None 

• Radio Blackouts None None None 

Space Weather 

http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/communities/space-weather-
enthusiasts 

http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/geophysical-alert-wwv-text 

HF Communication Impact Sunspot Activity 

http://spaceweather.com/


FEMA Readiness – Deployable Teams /Assets  
Deployable Teams/Assets 

Resource Status Total  FMC 
Available 

Partially  
Available 

Not  
Available 

Detailed, 
Deployed, 
Activated 

Comments Rating Criterion 

FCO 35 10 29% 0 1 24 

  

OFDC Readiness: 
FCO     Green    Yellow    Red 
Type 1    3+            2              1 
Type 2    4+            3              2 
Type 3    4              3              2 
 
FDRC      3             2              1 FDRC 

  
9 5 56% 0 0 4 

US&R 

  

28 26 94% 1 2 0 

UT-TF-1 (Red) – Flash Flood Support UT/AZ 
NY-TF1 (Yellow) –  Sep 10-30 for Papal Visit Support 
PA-TF1 (Yellow) – Sep 17-21; (Red) Sep 21-24; (Yellow) 
Sep 29 – Oct 5 for In-State Exercise 
NM-TF1 (Red) – Personnel shortages 

• Green = Available/FMC 
• Yellow = Available/PMC 
• Red     = Out-of-Service 
• Blue    = Assigned/Deployed 

National IMAT 
  

3 3 100% 0 0 0 

• Green: 3 avail  
• Yellow: 1-2 avail 
• Red: 0 avail (Individual N-IMAT red if 

50% of Section Chiefs and/or Team 
Leader  is unavailable for deployment.) 

Regional IMAT 

  

13 7 54%  0 0 6 

Deployed:   
RII deployed to CAD (Trng) 
RVI (Team  2) Deployed to TX 
RVII Deployed to MO 
RVIII (Team 1) Deployed to SD & CO 
RIX (Team 1) Deployed to CNMI 
RIX (Team  2) Deployed to American Samoa (Trng) 
RX deployed to WA 

• Green: 7 or more avail 
• Yellow: 4 - 6 teams available 
• Red: > 8 teams deployed/unavailable   

 

R-IMAT also red if TL Ops/Log Chief is 
unavailable & has no qualified 
replacement 

MCOV 
  

59 48 81% 0 11 0 
• Green = 80 – 100% avail 
• Yellow = 60 – 79% avail 
• Red = 59% or below avail 
• Readiness remains 95%  



FEMA Readiness – National/Regional Teams 
National/Regional Teams 

Resource Status Total  FMC 
Available 

Partially  
Available 

Not  
Available Status Comments Rating 

Criterion 

NWC 
  

5 5 100% 0 0 Activated Enhanced Watch (Days Only) 
 

• Green =  FMC 
• Yellow = PMC 
• Red     = NMC 

 
 

NRCC 
  

2 344 89% 0 44 Not Activated 

HLT 
  

1 N/A N/A 0 0 Activated 

DEST 
  

          Not Activated 

RRCCs 
  

10 10 100% 0 0 Not Activated 

RWCs/MOCs 
  

10 10 100% 0 0 Not Activated Region IX RWC at Enhanced Watch 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 1 – Introduction of Incident Overview 
Introduction of FCO
Opening remarks by FCO
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SCO/FCO Objectives 
• Ensure the safety, security and accountability of all disaster personnel 
• Provide required assistance to support the needs of disaster survivors 
• Facilitate a training process to enable State and Federal responders to work in a 

coordinated manner on public assistance projects 
• Conduct Kick-off Meetings for all designated counties within 14 days of receipt of 

Requests for Public Assistance (final KOM to be completed by 09/18) 
• Complete the obligation of 95% of project worksheets prior to the close of the disaster 
• Complete 100% of field work prior to the close of the disaster 

Hazard Synopsis 
• A severe storm impacted the State of New Jersey on June 23, 2015. The President 

issued disaster declaration FEMA-4231-DR-NJ to make disaster aid available to 
supplement state and local recovery efforts in the affected areas. Four counties were 
designated for all Categories (A-G) of Public Assistance. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 2 – Situation Overview & Incident Timeline 
Background of Incident 
Widespread flash flooding, small scale tornado outbreaks, and severe storms caused statewide impacts
Required hundreds of rescues and statewide flood fighting efforts with only 3 required EMAC requests (1 rotary wing request, 2 sand bag machines [Louisiana]) 
Scale/Scope of Incident
Ended a 13 year drought in 8 days with every river basin in major flood stage at some point during the incident period and every lake in surcharge at some point throughout the incident period 
The distance and time from the eastern most affected counties to the western most affected counties is about 600 miles or an 8 hour drive, with about 600 miles or 9 hours drive from North to South
The most impacted areas of the state cover an area approximately the size of the State of Nevada

Incident Timeline 
Here is listed the incident timeline, which shows that this incident is still growing in size, scale, and complexity with 79 counties currently designated with 36 counties designated for Individual Assistance and 73 counties designated for Public Assistance 
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Current PUBLIC ASSISTANCE Estimates 

CATEGORY LARGE SMALL PROJECTED OBLIGATED 

A 
(Debris Removal) 

28 103 $12,531,311 $358,495 

B 
(Protective Measures) 

3 106 $2,356,207 $61,777 

C 
(Roads and Bridges) 

0 20 $473,040 $0 

D 
(Water Control Facilities) 

0 4 $108,000 $0 

E 
(Public Buildings) 

5 28 $3,692,465 $0 

F 
(Public Utilities) 

1 11 $726,740 $0 

G 
(Recreational/Other) 

2 16 $532,340 $0 

TOTALS 39 282 $20,420,103 $420,272 
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Public Assistance Disaster Summary 

116 

113 

1 2 

Public Assistance RPA Status 

Total RPAs Received -

Open -

Exit Briefings -

Applicants Withdrawn
-

115 

1 

PA Kickoff Meeting Status 

Complete

Remaining

Request for Public Assistance 
Total RPAs Received 116 

Total Ineligible/Withdrawn RPAs 2 
 

Total Applicants Completed 3 

Kick-Off Meetings to be Completed 1 

Kick-Off Meetings Completed 115 

Project Worksheets 
Projected                                                                                                                                                                          
PWs in Process 

319 
85 

Large Projects Projected 37 
Small Projects Projected 282 
PWs Entered in EMMIE 20 
PWs Obligated 13 

406 Mitigation 
PWs with 406 Mit Proposal 0 

Total $$ 406 Mit Proposal 0 

Disaster Finances 
PDA Total Estimate $15,991,294 

Total $ PWs in EMMIE 100% $684,318 

Total $ PWs in EMMIE (75% Fed Share Requested) $548,815 

Total $ Obligated $350,780 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 9 – Public Assistance Summary 

73 counties have had PDAs completed and 19 counties still have PDAs ongoing 
24 kickoff meetings have been completed, with 27 remaining based on those currently scheduled 
56 applicant briefings have been completed with 5 remaining, based on current schedules 
A total of 209 Requests for Public Assistance (RPAs) have been received 
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Total Allocations  $794,507  

Total Commitments Available                $95,817 

Total Obligations $799,566  

Total Expenditures $311,811  

Total Funds Available  $14,076  

37 

Current Funding 

PA Grants Obligated 

As of 9/15/2015 $0
$2,000,000
$4,000,000
$6,000,000
$8,000,000

$10,000,000
$12,000,000
$14,000,000
$16,000,000
$18,000,000

Projected PA $$ Obligated 

Projected Current 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 10 – Current Staffing 

As of Tuesday, July 7, there are 804 staff (FEMA, OFA, State, etc.) assigned to the disaster 
Individual Assistance, Disaster Survivor Assistance, and Public Assistance have the highest staffing numbers for field operations with other staff supporting 
Here you can see the breakdown of staffing between classification, location, and type
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38 

Personnel Type Deployed Trainee Qualified 

COR 13 10 3 

IMC 2 0 2 

PFT                     4 3 1 

RSV 13 0 13 

TFT 2 2 0 

FEMA Corps 9 9 0 

Total 43 24 19 

Scheduled Training 
- L378 Public Assistance Preliminary Damage 

Assessment 
- L479 Public Assistance Alternative Procedures 

 

- K823 FEMA Qualification System 
- FEMA Trilogy 

- DF434 Equal Rights 
- DF416 Diversity 
- DF506 Sexual Harassment Target Audience: 

- FEMA, State and Region II Projects Specialists 

55.9% 
44.2% 

JFO Personnel 

Trainee

Qualified

0 10 20 30 40 50

COR

IMC

PFT

RSV

TFT

FEMA Corps

Total

Staffing for JFO 

Deployed
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