
The Disaster Center is dedicated to the idea that disaster mitigation is 

cost effective and individuals pursuing their own interest are the 

greatest potential force for disaster reduction. 

Please consider making a small donation to the Disaster Center 

 

When disaster mitigation is cost effective, we are on the road to 

bringing disasters to an end.  

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=VFT4CZTEVB4LQ&source=url


•Daily Operations Briefing
•Thursday, September 28, 2017

8:30 a.m. EDT 



Significant Events: Response for Hurricane Maria

Tropical Activity:

• Atlantic – Tropical Storm Maria; Hurricane Lee (CAT 2); Disturbance 1

• Eastern Pacific – No tropical cyclones expected next 5 days 

• Central Pacific – No tropical cyclones expected next 5 days 

• Western Pacific – No activity affecting U.S. interests

Significant Weather: 

• Flash Flooding – Southern Plains

• Space Weather: Past 24 hours: Strong - Geomagnetic storms reaching G3 have occurred; Next 24 hours: Moderate –

Geomagnetic storms reaching G2 expected

Earthquake Activity: None

Declaration Activity: FEMA-4341-DR-Seminole Tribe of Florida

Significant Activity – Sep 27-28



Tropical Outlook –Atlantic 

Tropical Storm Maria (Advisory #49 as of 5:00 a.m. EDT) 

• Located 275 miles ENE of Cape Hatteras, NC

• Moving ENE at 8 mph

• Maximum sustained winds 70 mph

• No coastal Watches/Warnings in effect

Hurricane Lee (CAT 2) (Advisory #41 as of 5:00 a.m. EDT) 

• Located 445 miles E of Bermuda

• Moving N at 9 mph

• Maximum sustained winds 110 mph

• No coastal Watches/Warnings in effect

Disturbance 1 (As of 8:00 a.m. EDT)

• A large area of cloudiness and showers 

• An area of low pressure is likely to form from this weather 

system while it moves northward across Cuba and near the 

east coast of the Florida peninsula during the next few days

• Regardless of development, this system is likely to produce 

locally heavy rainfall over portions of Cuba, southern Florida, 

the Florida Keys, and the Bahamas during the next several 

days

• Formation chance through 48hrs: Low (20%); through 5 days: 

Medium (40%) 

1



Tropical Outlook – Eastern & Central Pacific

Eastern Pacific 5-Day Central Pacific 5-Day



Hurricane Maria – Caribbean 

Current Situation
Life safety and life sustainment efforts in PR and the USVI are ongoing

• Shelters (Senior Leadership Brief as of 5:00 a.m. EDT):

o USVI: 7 with 396 (-222) occupants

o PR: 160 (-1) with 10,114 (-60) occupants

• Health and Medical: 47 of 69 HHS/DoD hospital assessments are 

complete and 44 of the 47 assessed are operational

o Developed fuel rotation plan for PR to ensure hospitals have 

continuous power

o Delivered fuel to 19 hospitals, 29 in distribution status 

• Airports: 

o PR: San Juan open with flow management procedures in place; 8 

additional airfields open or open with constraints

o USVI: Closed except for military and hurricane relief

• Search & Rescue: 

o Lives saved or assisted: FEMA US&R 843; USCG 15; FEMA US&R 

o Teams have searched 2,647 structures, 154 were damaged, 163 

failed and 123 destroyed

• Communications:

o PR: 91.1% cell sites out of service; Public Service Answering Point 

generator is failing, back-up site is short on fuel; MERS personnel and 

equipment arrived September 27

o USVI: 66% of cell sites are out of service; MERS teams are on the 

ground across St Thomas, St Croix, and St John

• Power: 90% of damage assessments completed in PR / 

90% transmission damaged

o PREPA considering other industry or USACE to provide 

additional damage assessment support  

• Generators: 

o PR: 28 of 51 preinstall inspections complete; 84 

generators available on hand, 29 en route; estimated 18 

days of fuel on the island, distribution remains a 

challenge due to debris 

o USVI: 13 generators installed (three in progress); 67 of 

84 pre-installation inspections complete

• Water: Nine of 52 PR Aqueduct and Sewer Authority 

wastewater treatment plants are operational, 19 are non-

operational; EPA continuing to assess the remaining 24

FEMA Response
• NRCC: Level I (24/7); NWC: Steady State

• National IMAT East-2: PR 

• FEMA Region X IMAT: USVI

• FEMA Region II

o RRCC: Not Activated; RWC: Steady State

o IMATs: deployed to USVI and PR

• US&R: PR: Red IST, CA-TF2/6/7, NY-TF1 and IN-TF1



PR/USVI Weather Forecast



National Weather Forecast

Today Tomorrow



Precipitation Forecast & Flash Flood Risk

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Days 1-3



Severe Weather Outlook – Days 1-3 

Day 1 Day 2

Day 3



Fire Weather Outlook

Today Tomorrow



Hazards Outlook – Sep 29-Oct 03  

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php


http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/communities/aviation-community-

dashboard

http://spaceweather.com/

Space Weather
Space Weather 

Activity

Geomagnetic 

Storms
Solar Radiation

Radio

Blackouts

Past 24 Hours Strong G3 None None

Next 24 Hours Moderate G2 None None

For further information on NOAA Space Weather Scales refer to http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/noaa-scales-explanation

HF Communication Impact Sunspot Activity

http://spaceweather.com/


Wildfire Summary 
Fire Name

(County) 

FMAG #

(Approved Date)

Acres 

Burned

Percent 

Contained 

Evacuations

(Residents)

Structures Fatalities 

/ InjuriesThreatened Damaged Destroyed

California (1)

Canyon Fire (FINAL)

(Orange/Riverside)

5213-FM-CA

September 26, 

2017

2,000 35% (+20) Lifted
1,900 

(all homes)

3 (+3) 

homes
0 0 / 0



Declaration Approved

FEMA-4341-DR
• Major Disaster Declaration approved September 27, 

2017 for the Seminole Tribe of Florida

• For Hurricane Irma beginning on September 4, 2017 

and continuing

• Provides:

o Individual Assistance, Public Assistance, Hazard 

Mitigation to the Seminole Tribe of FL and associated 

lands

• FCO is Willie G. Nunn

New York
IA\PA



Declaration Requests in Process
Requests 

APPROVED
(since last report)

Requests 

DENIED
(since last report)

9 Date Requested 1 0

NY – DR (Expedited) Flooding X X X July 6, 2017

ID – DR Flooding X X July 20, 2017

ND – DR Drought X X X August 7, 2017

WI – DR Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds, Flooding, Landslides, 

Mudslides
X X August 23, 2017

ND – DR Severe Storm X X August 24, 2017

KS – DR Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds, and Flooding X X August 31, 2017

IL – DR Severe Storms and Flooding X X August 31, 2017

NY – DR Severe Storms, Tornadoes, and Flooding X X X August 31, 2017

Seminole Tribe of Florida – DR (Expedited) Hurricane Irma X X X September 11, 2017
Declared

September 27, 2017

LA – DR Hurricane Harvey X X X September 26, 2017

Disaster Requests & Declarations

PAIA HM



Readiness – Deployable Teams and Assets 

National 

IMATs*
(0 Teams)

East 1: Deployed

East 2: Deployed

West: Deployed

Regional 

IMATs
(0-3 Teams)

Assigned: 13

Available: 2

PMC / NMC: 0

Deployed: 11

US&R
(33-65%)

Assigned: 28

Available: 17 (+2)

PMC / NMC: 6 (+3)

Deployed: 5 (-5)

MERS
(≤33%)

Assigned: 36

Available: 5

NMC: 0

Deployed: 31

FCO
(≤1 Type I)

Assigned: 38

Available: 3

PMC / NMC: 2

Deployed: 33

FDRC
(2)

Assigned: 13

Available: 2

PMC / NMC: 1

Deployed: 10

Resource
Force 

Strength
Available Deployed Other

Cadres Less than 25%: DEC 23% (85/371), DFTO 24% (46/189), DI 2% (3/127), DSA 13% (106/835), 

EA 23% (144/619), EHP 13% (40/315), ER 7% (4/57), FLDR 16% (27/169), FM 14% (41/291), HM 24% 

(234/977), HR 14% (34/251), IA 19% (456/2,417), IT 10% (63/624), LOG 11% (125/1,135), NDRS 16%

(28/179), OPS 11% (29/253), PL 20% (89/449), SAF 15% (9/60), SEC 9% (9/97) Total Workforce 11,190 2,122 18% 7,120 1,948

*B-2 Status: Assemble < 2-hrs, On Site < 18-hrs; B-48 Status: Assemble and deploy < 48hrs; Charlie Status: No team assemble time requirement



FEMA Readiness – Activation Teams

Resource Status Total Status
Activated

Team

Activation 

Level

Activation 

Times
Reason/Comments

NWC 5 Not Activated

NRCC 2 Activated Gold Level I 24/7 Hurricane Maria

HLT 1 Activated Hurricane Season

RWCs/MOCs 10 Not Activated

RRCCs 10 Not Activated

Back-up Region: IX, III, & V 




