
The Disaster Center is dedicated to the idea that disaster mitigation is 

cost effective and individuals pursuing their own interest are the 

greatest potential force for disaster reduction. 

Please consider making a small donation to the Disaster Center 

 

When disaster mitigation is cost effective, we are on the road to 

bringing disasters to an end.  

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=VFT4CZTEVB4LQ&source=url


•Daily Operations Briefing
Friday, October 2, 2015

8:30 a.m. EDT 



Significant Activity: Oct 1-2
Significant Events: Hurricane Joaquin

Tropical Activity:

• Atlantic: Hurricane Joaquin; Disturbance 1 – High (80%)

• Eastern Pacific: Disturbance 1 – Medium (40%)

• Central Pacific: Disturbance 1 – Medium (50%); Disturbance 2 – Medium (50%); 

Disturbance 3 – Low (near 0%)

• Western Pacific: No activity affecting U.S. interests

Significant Weather:

• Flash flooding possible – Southern New England Coast to Mid-Atlantic and Carolina Coasts

• Rain and thunderstorms – Northeast to southern Mid-Atlantic, Central Appalachians, Ohio 

Valley, to the Central Gulf Coast and the Northern/Central Rockies and Plains

• Elevated Fire Weather areas – NV, UT, AZ

• Red Flag Warnings – CO

• Space weather: Past 24 hours – Minor, R1 radio blackouts observed; next 24 hours – minor, 

R1 radio blackouts 

Declaration Activity: None



Atlantic – Hurricane Joaquin
Hurricane Joaquin (Advisory #18A as of 8:00 a.m. EDT)

• Located 30 miles NNE of Clarence Long Island, Bahamas

• Drifting NW at 3 mph

• Faster motion N expected today, followed by a turn NE tonight

• Maximum sustained winds 130 mph (Category 4)

• Slow weakening is expected to begin on Saturday 

• Hurricane-force winds extend outward 50 miles

• Tropical storm-force winds extend outward 205 miles

• Hurricane Watches and Warnings in effect for Bahamas

Potential impacts

• Swells are beginning to affect portions of southeastern coast of U.S.  

• Strong onshore winds will create minor to localized major coastal 

flooding along the Mid-Atlantic & northeastern states this weekend 

• The greatest risk appears to be near the Lower Chesapeake Bay



Hurricane Joaquin – Response
FEMA Region I

• RRCC not activated; will go to Level III, Enhanced Watch, on Sunday, Oct 4

• Region I IMAT deploying to MA

• Region V IMAT deploying to RRCC (Maynard, MA)

FEMA Region II

• RRCC not activated; going to Level II on Sunday, Oct 4 (dayshift only) with all ESFs & DCE

• RWC activated to Enhanced Watch (dayshift only), then nightshift on Oct 4

• Region II IMAT deploying to NJ

• HLT LNO deploying to National Hurricane Center

• NJ ROIC at Level III (Limited EOC Activation); NJ Governor declared a State of Emergency

• NY State/OEM activated to Level III (Partial Activation)

• NY City Emergency Management activated to Level I (Full Activation)

FEMA Region III

• RRCC not activated, going to Level II at 7:00 am EDT, Saturday, Oct 3

• RWC at Watch/Steady State, going to Enhanced Watch at 7:00 pm EDT, this evening, Oct 2

• Region III IMAT deployed to VA; Regional IMAT staff deploying to MD 

• Region VI IMAT (Team 1) deploying to DE

• VA EOC at Level III (Increased Readiness); VA Governor declared a State of Emergency

• MD Governor declared a State of Emergency



Hurricane Joaquin – Response
FEMA Region IV

• RRCC not activated, going to Level I, Full Activation (dayshift) Oct 2, 9:00 a.m. with all ESFs & DCE 

• RWC going to Enhanced Watch (night shift) this evening, Oct 2 

• Region IV IMATS and LNOs deploying to NC & SC

• Region IV HLT LNO deploying to National Hurricane Center

• SC EOC at Level IV (Monitoring); SC Governor declared a State of Emergency

• TN EOC at Level IV (Monitoring)

• NC Governor declared State of Emergency; a mandatory evacuation was ordered for Ocracoke Island, NC (pop. 948) 

• NC EOC activated to Level III (Partial Activation)

FEMA HQ

• NRCC is on advisory; NWC at Enhanced Watch, 24/7

• National IMAT East-1 deploying to Region II (NJ)

• National IMAT East-2 deploying to Region I RRCC (MA)

• National IMAT West deploying to Region III (PA EOC)

• NCRC Staff deploying to DC

• ISB teams deploying to Westover, MA; Joint Base McGuire/Dix/Lakehurst (JBDML) NJ; & Ft. Bragg, NC 

• One alpha pack, including generators, will be deployed to each ISB location



Force Laydown

Region I RRCC
• RV IMAT 

• N-IMAT East 2

Region III RRCC

Region IV RRCC

WV SEOC
• RIII IMAT-3

Region II RRCC
• N-IMAT East 1

MA SEOC
• RI IMAT 

PA SEOC
• N-IMAT West 

VA SEOC
• RIII IMAT-1

DE SEOC
• RVI IMAT

NC SEOC
• RIV IMAT-1, LNO & Pre-designated FCO

SC SEOC
• RIV IMAT-2, LNO & Pre-designated FCO



Commodities Laydown

ISB Westover

1- IRR Package Alpha

ISB JBDML

1- IRR Package Alpha

ISB Fort Bragg

1- IRR Package Alpha



2 Day Tropical Outlook - Atlantic 

Disturbance #1 (As of 8:00 a.m. EDT)

• Located 850 miles SE of Bermuda

• Producing winds of gale-force

• Moving generally northward

• Conditions conducive for development next day or so

• Formation chance through 48 hours: High (80%)

• Formation chance through 5 days: High (80%)



2 Day Tropical Outlook – Eastern Pacific

Disturbance #1 (As of 8:00 a.m. EDT)

• Located 1,200 miles SW of the southern tip of Baja California 

peninsula, Mexico

• Moving slowly westward

• Conditions still somewhat conducive for development

• Tropical depression likely to form in a few days 

• Formation chance through 48 hours: Medium (40%)

• Formation chance through 5 days: Medium (60%)



2 Day Tropical Outlook - Central Pacific

Disturbance #1 (As of 2:00 a.m. EDT)

• Located 600 miles S of Honolulu, HI

• Upper level winds expected to remain unfavorable for 

development through Friday

• Formation chance through 48 hours: High (70%)

Disturbance #2 (as of 2:00 a.m. EDT)

• Located 1,100 miles SW of Honolulu, HI

• Thunderstorms remain poorly organized, but upper level winds 

projected to become less hostile tonight

• Formation chance through 48 hours: Medium (60%)

Disturbance #3 (as of 2:00 a.m. EDT)

• Located 1,100 miles SE of Hilo, HI

• Thunderstorms remain disorganized, but conditions will support 

some development next few days

• Formation chance through 48 hours: Low (near 0%)



http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/national_forecast/natfcst.php

National Weather Forecast Day 1

Today Tomorrow



Active Watches/Warnings

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/largemap.php

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/largemap.php


http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/qpf2.shtml

Precipitation Forecast, 1 – 3 Day 



http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/excess_rain.shtml

Flash Flood Potential, Days 1 – 2

Day 1 Day 2

Day 3



Significant River Flood Outlook

http://www.weather.gov/marfc/Flood_Outlook

http://www.weather.gov/marfc/Flood_Outlook


http://water.weather.gov/ahps/forecasts.php?current_color=flood&c

urrent_type=all&fcst_type=fcst&conus_map=d_map

River/Tidal Gauge Forecasts

A number of businesses in 

the Riverdale area are affected

Significant portion of E Potomac Park 

and SW Waterfront is flooded

http://water.weather.gov/ahps/forecasts.php?current_color=flood&current_type=all&fcst_type=fcst&conus_map=d_map


http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php

Hazard Outlook, October 4 - 8



http://spaceweather.com/

Past

24 Hours
Current

Next 

24 Hours

Space Weather Activity: Moderate None Minor

• Geomagnetic Storms None None None

• Solar Radiation Storms None None None

• Radio Blackouts R2 None R1

Space Weather

http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/communities/space-weather-

enthusiasts

http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/geophysical-alert-wwv-text

HF Communication Impact Sunspot Activity

http://spaceweather.com/


Open Field Offices as of October 2 



Open JFOs October 2, 2015

Virtual JFO: CO, MO



FEMA Readiness – Deployable Teams /Assets 

Deployable Teams/Assets

Resource Status Total 
FMC

Available

Partially 

Available

Not 

Available

Detailed,

Deployed,

Activated

Comments Rating Criterion

FCO 35 12 34% 0 1 22
OFDC Readiness:

FCO     Green    Yellow    Red

Type 1 3+            2            1

Type 2    4+            3            2

Type 3    4              3              2

FDRC 3             2              1FDRC 9 5 56% 0 0 4

US&R 28 24 86% 2 2 0

NY-TF1 (Yellow) – Sep 10-30 for Papal Visit & UNGA Support

PA-TF1 (Yellow) - Sep 29-Oct 5 for Cache Reconstitution

NM-TF1 (Red) – Personnel shortages

MD-TF1 (Red) – Sep 29 – Oct 3 for GA Exercise

• Green = Available/FMC

• Yellow = Available/PMC

• Red     = Out-of-Service

• Blue    = Assigned/Deployed

National 

IMAT
3 3 100% 0 0 0

• Green: 3 avail 

• Yellow: 1-2 avail

• Red: 0 avail (Individual N-IMAT red if 50% 

of Section Chiefs and/or Team Leader  is 

unavailable for deployment.)

Regional 

IMAT
13 1 8% 1 0 11

Deployed:  

RI deploying to MA

RIII deployed to VA

RIV IMATs deploying to NC & SC

RV deployed to MA

RVI (Team 2) Deployed to TX; Region VI (Team 1) deployed to DE

RVII Deployed to MO

RVIII (Team 1) Deployed to CO

RIX (Team 1) Deployed to Guam/CNMI; Team 2: Deployed to CA 

RX returned from WA – (Yellow) Partially Mission Capable

• Green: 7 or more avail

• Yellow: 4 - 6 teams available

• Red: > 8 teams deployed/unavailable  

R-IMAT also red if TL Ops/Log Chief is 

unavailable & has no qualified replacement

MCOV 59 39 66% 0 10 10 10 MCOVs deployed to CA

• Green = 80 – 100% avail

• Yellow = 60 – 79% avail

• Red = 59% or below avail

• Readiness remains 95% 



FEMA Readiness – National/Regional Teams

National/Regional Teams

Resource Status Total 
FMC

Available

Partially 

Available

Not 

Available
Status Comments

Rating 

Criterion

NWC 5 5 100% 0 0 Not Activated Enhanced Watch (24/7) for Hurricane Joaquin
• Green = FMC

• Yellow = PMC

• Red     = NMCNRCC 2 344 89% 0 44 Not Activated NRCS on Advisory

HLT 1 N/A N/A 0 0 Activated

DEST Not Activated

RRCCs 10 9 90% 0 0 Activated Region IV – Level I (day shift) with all ESFs and DCE

RWCs/MOCs 10 10 100% 0 0 See Comments

Region II – Enhanced Watch (day shift)

Region III – Enhanced Watch at 7:00pm EDT, October 2

Region IV – Enhanced Watch (night shift)

Region IX – returned to Watch/Steady State




